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2018-2019 School Year 

	Course Information
	English Language Arts

23.0130001, 23.9130001C, 23.2130001G
	Teacher Information 
	Mr. Reygan Reed-Team 8D
Mrs. Wendy Moore (Student Teacher)
Ms. Constance Folsom (Co-Teacher/1st period)

	School Information 
	Henderson Middle School

2830 Henderson Mill Road

Chamblee, Georgia 30341-5799


	Teacher Email
	Reygan_J_Reed@dekalbschoolsga.org 

	School Number
	678-874-2902 (Office)


	Teacher

Direct Line
	678-874-2980



	School Website
	http://www.hendersonms.dekalb.k12.ga.us/
	Teacher Website
	http://hendersonms.dekalb.k12.ga.us/ReyganReed.aspx


Course Description: Each day, students will be exposed to a demanding curriculum in which they will work towards gaining an enduring understanding through skills and strategies. Students will also prepare rigorously for standardized tests, read supplemental books, and complete a variety of exploration activities/projects. The main implementation tool used for instruction will be the McDougal Littell Literature (MLL) textbook. This textbook is aligned with the Georgia Standards of Excellence and is inclusive of the necessary performance elements needed for student mastery. For additional information about the Georgia Standards of Excellence, see https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/default.aspx
In addition to the McDougal Littell Literature (MLL) textbook, I will use an assortment of supplemental sources as well as teacher-made materials to differentiate instruction, and provide a well-rounded learning experience that explores literature’s global connections. Classwork along with homework will be assigned to teach/reinforce comprehension of the standards and measure the students’ level of mastery.  I encourage, if not demand, active participation in class, completion of assignments on time, and that my students turn in their best product every time. I am a strong advocate for making learning fun, memorable, and interactive; however, my learners should be prepared to work as well as take responsibility for their academic progress.

We will use the following resources in my class:

· McDougal Littell Literature (Georgia 8th Grade Interactive Online Edition)

· McDougal Littell-Grammar for Writing (consumable workbook)

·  McDougal Littell-InterActive Reader & Writer for Critical Analysis (consumable workbook)

· Holt-The Elements of Language (8th Grade Level-Interactive Online Edition)


· Holt-African American Literature (workbook)
· Acer Chromebook (mouse & stylus optional but recommended) 
· The Illustrated Man (a novel by Ray Bradbury)

· Independent reading sources from recommended novels 
Note: This class will use/read a variety of novels that will be announced at a later date. 
Curriculum Overview 
The following academic concepts will be covered. THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
	CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

	UNIT 1: PERSERVERANCE Approximate Duration: 9 weeks
The purpose of this unit is for students to understand the theme and central idea of a short story, novel, passage, or poem; increase student awareness of analyzing Elements of a Story and its development of the course of a text. Student will develop narrative writing techniques based on real or imagined experiences.

	UNIT 2: FREEDOM, OBSTACLES, AND CHALLENGES Approximate Duration: 9 weeks

The purpose of this unit is to expose students to first-person and third-person Point of View and analyze conflicting evidence and viewpoints. In written presentations, students will be exposed to informative text where each student is expected to develop at topic and support the information with well-chosen facts.

	UNIT 3: POETRY AND PROSE Approximate Duration: 9 weeks
The purpose of this unit is to understand the basic principles of poetry and student Greek myths, Japanese folktale, and a variety of plays. Student will be exposed to argumentative and persuasive writing techniques where students will be required to defend a claim and support that claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence.

	UNIT 4: NARRATIVE Approximate Duration: 9 weeks
The purpose of this unit is to expose students to modern works of fiction. Students will be re-introduced to narrative writing techniques.


BOARD-APPROVED INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

	Issued Textbook 

	 McDougal Littell-McDougal Littell Literature (ISBN 978-0-547-07526-6)

	Additional Textbook Information
	If the textbook is lost, stolen, or damaged (including missing the barcode), it is the student’s responsibility to pay for the book ($77.19) before a replacement book is issued. In the event that the lost book is found, please retain all receipts so that a refund can be issued. 

	Online Resources
	Students can access the online edition of their MLL textbooks at Classzone.com. If applicable, each student will need to set up an account on the textbook’s website and provide the teacher with his/her user name and password. The activation code is 5671648-70. (Please wait for the course instructor’s permission before setting up a student textbook account. Your teacher may create a general username and password for student usage.)

	Recommendations
	It is essential that your literature textbook is returned in excellent condition or charges will be levied.  All textbooks must be covered with a book cover. Do not let your classmates/friends use or borrow your textbook.


GRADING SYSTEM: The DeKalb County School District believes that the most important assessment of student learning shall be conducted by the teachers as they observe and evaluate students in the context of ongoing classroom instruction. A variety of approaches, methodologies, and resources shall be used to deliver educational services and to maximize each student’s opportunity to succeed. Teachers shall evaluate student progress, report grades that represent the student’s academic achievement, and communicate official academic progress to students and parents in a timely manner through the electronic grading portal (Infinite Campus). For additional information: See Board Policy IHA.

	GRADING CATEGORIES
	*GRADE PROTOCOL

	Formative Assessment (Pre-Assessment) – 0%
Assessment During Learning – 25%

Guided, Independent, or Group Practice – 45%

Summative Assessment or Assessment of Learning– 30%
	A
90 – 100                               ~P (pass)
B
80 – 89                                 ~F (fail)                
C
71 – 79 
D
70 
F
Below 70


Note: English Learners (ELs) will not receive numerical or letter grades for the core content areas in elementary and middle school during their first year of language development. A grade of CS or CU will be assigned. This rule may be extended beyond the first year with approval from the EL Studies Program. English Learners will also receive a grade for their ESOL courses.

	DISTRICT EXPECTATIONS FOR SUCCESS

	STUDENT PROGRESS
	Semester progress reports shall be issued the four and a half, nine, and thirteen and a half weeks’ mark of every semester.  The progress of students shall be evaluated frequently and plans shall be generated to remediate deficiencies as they are discovered. Plans shall include appropriate interventions designed to meet the needs of the students. (See Board Policy IH.)

	ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
	Students will not engage in an act of academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, cheating, providing false information, falsifying school records, forging signatures, or using an unauthorized computer user ID or password. (See the Code of Student Conduct - Student Rights and Responsibilities and Character Development Handbook.)

	HOMEWORK
	Homework assignments should be meaningful and a representation of the classroom expectation.  Homework is at all times an extension of the teaching/learning experience.  It should be considered the possession of the student and should be collected, evaluated and returned to the students. (See Board Policy IHB.)

	MAKE-UP WORK 
DUE TO ABSENCES
	When a student is absent because of a legal reason as defined by Georgia law or when the absence is apparently beyond the control of the student, the student shall be given an opportunity to earn grade(s) for those days absent. Make-up work must be completed within the designated time allotted. (See Board Policy IHEA.)

	SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS FOR SUCCESS

	CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
	1.
Treat people the way that YOU would want to be treated.

2.
Be on time and prepared for class.

3.
Listen carefully, follow directions, be respectful, and get ready to learn.

	LATE WORK
	It is the student’s responsibility to turn in all assignments on the due date. Twenty points will be deducted every day that the assignment has not been turned in. After three days, a permanent zero will be entered for the assignment.    

	MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES
	Composition notebook, literature textbook, folder/binder, notebook paper, writing utensils (pencils, dark blue/black ink pen), highlighters, The Illustrated Man (by Ray Bradbury).
 

	EXTRA HELP

	Tutoring is held by appointment only (mornings, lunch, ELT, & afternoons). 


	A PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS


	Parents may support the team by contacting the teacher, Team Leader, and/or Team Parent Representative regarding volunteering or needed supplies.


Helpful Websites and Other Resources:
Textbook website:  Classzone.com (Activation Code: TBA)

Georgia Department of Education: www.doe.k12.ga.us 

Special Note:
The teacher reserves the right to adjust the course work and/or differentiate instruction as needed to meet the needs of students and ensure academic success.
Things That I Should Know: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mr. Reed’s 2018-2019 Syllabus
PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN BY: August 17, 2017
My child and I have read the syllabus carefully.  By signing below, we agree to adhere to all School Expectations for Success as stated in the syllabus.
Student Name:


____________________________________________________

Student Signature:

____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:
____________________________________________________

· We have a computer at home with internet access.    
YES______ NO__________

· My child has an agenda.



YES_______NO__________

Date_____________________________


 



Additional information to support continued contact:

	Information
	Parent/Guardian

	Day Time Phone Number
	

	Cellular Phone Number
	

	Home Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	


If phone numbers and/or email address change during the semester, please let me know as soon as possible so that I can update my records. Also, I would greatly appreciate if you can identify your best point of contact.
Student Assignment-To ensure comprehension, please answer the following questions:
1. When are all assignments expected to be turned in? ________________________________________________________________________

2. What happens to assignments that are turned in after the due date?
________________________________________________________________________

3. What is Classroom Expectation #3? ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  What items are you expected to bring to class every day? _________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
5. Is there any additional information that I should know about you?  __________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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